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Website
My Voting Record

Good evening,

On Tuesday, June 20th, the legislature
reconvened for the purposes of
attempting to override 7 bills the
governor had vetoed. We unexpectedly
adjourned the same day and have
returned home back to our year round
jobs and families until January 2024,
unless the impeachment
investigations underway for the
Franklin County Sheriff and State
Attorney require the House to return
for impeachment proceedings. If you
missed my first end of the session
update, you can read it here.
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Updated Office
Hours for Laura

Dover: On the 1st
Saturday of the
month at the Dover
Free Library from
11-noon.

Wardsboro: On t
he 3rd Thursday of
the month join
Laura at the
Wardsboro
Community Library
from 6-7. January -
May Laura will join
these sessions from
Montpelier via
Zoom

These times are
open to the public
and Vermonters are
welcome to come
ask questions or
share insights.

Over the summer I will spend time
working full time at my year round job
and on two committees I have been
appointed to by the Speaker of the
House; the first a group of 4 legislators
that will work with utilities, renewable
energy developers, environmental
advocates and the administration to
make recommendations to next year’s
legislature on updating Vermont’s
renewable energy standard (RES).
The RES is a performance standard
Vermont’s utilities have been obligated
to meet since 2015 — the goal has been to
increase renewable energy and decrease
fossil fuel use in our electric sector —
similar to the Clean Heat Standard
passed this year. My priorities in this
work: keep the lights on, make sure
Vermonters can afford their electric bill,
increase renewables where their is
increasing load (demand).

The second committee is the six member
Joint IT Oversight Committee which is
tasked with checking in on Vermont’s IT
projects, cyber security and government
coordination of both.

I'll also be continuing to hold monthly
office hours. In Dover and Wardsboro
these are happening at the town library.
While anyone in the district can attend
any of these office hours, I’d like to have
a convenient recommendation for
Jamaica and Stratton as well. Let me
know if you have a place that would
make sense for a monthly one hour
discussion indoors, either on a weekend
or at 7 am or 6 pm on a week day. The
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I have been assigned by the
Speaker of the House to the
House Environment and
Energy Committee this
year — the bills above the
committee is either working
on or I am preparing for in
case they are taken up.
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Watch legislative

committees

next office hours are this Saturday, July
1st, at the Dover Free Library at 11 am.

TJ and I will also be spending as much time as
possible with our kids, in the garden, hiking and
doing some minor house renovations — I hope you
also have time to enjoy Vermont’s beautiful summer
with your loved ones!

Override Attempts

Five vetoes were overturned by the
legislature during the veto session: the
FY 2024 Budget, voting on town budget
items and offices for 16 and 17 year old’s
in Brattleboro, allowing Burlington
refugee and asylee residents to vote on
Burlington city questions and offices,
raising the fees for licensees and
certifications for some professions at the
Office of Professional Regulation, and
the childcare bill.

Two vetoes were not taken up for an
override vote during the veto session,
but could be taken up when the
legislature reconvenes in January:
increasing the pay of legislative
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§& 3
I elplink

The word "Vermonter" does not describe
a political party, a religion, a race or a gender.

We're all in this together.

P for by Laura S for VT PO Bo 2052 West Do, VT 05356,
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Vermont House sessions

The public can also watch
the Vermont House
legislative sessions live
(Jan-May) or recorded
videos — information below
Tuesday at 10:00 AM;
Wednesday at 1:15 PM;
Thursday at 1:15 PM;
Friday at 9:30 AM (All
times subject to change)
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See what bills I have
sponsored and voting
record, or watch

my committee
hearings or Listen to
VPR House Live
Audio_or Watch
House Live Video

overriding the governor’s
veto for two reasons: 1. the
means with which the
proposal is funded, a payroll
tax. I have long opposed
efforts to implement a payroll
tax for new employment
benefits, believing we should
first raise the funds to shore
up the healthcare system that
the previous administration
and legislatures greatly
expanded access to. The
legislature dramatically
expanded access to
healthcare a dozen years ago,
but never added sustainable
funding. 2. Additionally,
during debate on the bill, I
asked about and was assured
that there are no protections
in this bill related to public
funding and Vermont’s
constitutionally protected
separation of church and
state. This is continuing to
emerge as a major issue due
to Maine’s Carson V. Makin
case and Vermont’s school
choice and discrimination
policies. This was also
discussed in my last post.

What’s in the Child Care Bill?

The bill proposes to establish a
Prekindergarten Education
Implementation Committee; change the
pupil weight for prekindergarten
students in districts that offer full day
programs in a public school setting from
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Pride Center of
Vermont, Qutright
Vermont and Out in

the Open are sites with
accurate and useful
LGBTQ+ information
and resources to
Vermonters.

Veteran’s Care

-0.54 to 0; expand eligibility for the
Child Care Financial Assistance Program
(CCFAP) to families with income up to
575% of the federal poverty level (FPL);
increase the rates the State pays early
care and education providers; provide
payments to providers to address
readiness, quality and capacity; and
require the Secretary of Human Service
to provide a plan for the reorganization
of the Department for Children and
Families (DCF).

Fiscal Impact
The bill would appropriate $71.4 million
in fiscal year 2024 for the following:

« $107,500 to AOE to retain a
contractor to assist the
Prekindergarten Education
Implementation Committee
and pay per diem
compensation and
reimbursement of expenses
for eligible members.

« $47.3 million to DCF to
expand CCFAP eligibility and
increase provider rates.

« $4 million to DCF to
administer the adjustments
to CCFAP.

e $20 million to DCF for one-
time readiness payments to
providers.

Read the Fiscal Note here

Vermont child care funding boost,
payroll tax become law as

Legislature overrides governor’s
veto
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“homestead property yield” or just the
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The FY 24 non-homestead tax rate,
(businesses and second-home owners) is
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Vermont Department
of Liquor and Lottery
(DLL) to operate and
regulate sports
wagering. DLL would
be tasked with
negotiating and
contracting with at
least two but not
more than six
sportsbook operators
to open sportsbooks
in Vermont through a
mobile platform. If
the bidding process
fails to result in at
least two acceptable
operators, DLL may
opt to either decline
to authorize any
operators or to allow a
single operator to
open a sportsbook.

As part of the bidding
process, the bill
requires DLL to
negotiate a revenue
share agreement with
operators. The bill
does not stipulate a
minimum required
revenue share or
establish a maximum
revenue share. The
revenue share
percentage is applied
to adjusted gross
revenue for each
operator, which is
equal to gross revenue

per $100 of assessed value to $1.311 per
$100 of assessed value.

Most Vermont homestead taxpayers pay
their property taxes based on their
income and the FY 2024 rate will remain
at 2.32%.

~>->->Vermont Property Tax
Calculation FAQSs <<<

2023 Report on Vermont’s Education
Financing

In 2022 the General Assembly enacted
and the Governor signed Act 127, “an act
relating to improving student equity by
adjusting the school funding formula
and providing education quality and
funding oversight.” Section 19 of the act
notes that certain aspects of Vermont’s
current system of equalized pupils
within a shared education fund distort or
prevent a fully equitable and progressive
education finance system. Section 19
tasks the Joint Fiscal Office (JFO) with
examining and providing alternative
options for structuring the following
aspects of Vermont’s education finance
system:

1. methods for cost
containment that create
equity in school districts’
ability to spend

2. sufficiently on education to
meet student needs,

3. in collaboration with the
Department of Taxes and the
Agency of Education, the
mechanics for setting the
yields in a manner that
creates a constitutionally
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001A4m-pdP7r5CjIVX04hS36bVPjzlW7sBtUM3xW96NO42K9sHqMquritPr5oCOxa8__cbKaQcm6MdVlHLWhm6bnxDkJhlB-MhetZ8L2y0WsnWWq4nyvY__f3C-cbpIG7A3KHzqJ-iPOj1JdT6ZCs8Bte2JNajbP7Gat6AV7e8dqvHjsTExZNbbt_zQ5pi7k_chT4vCUfOlxB4=&c=rYE1t3ookCuJVbbXc0RWgbt2PI8_3NyB6uDS1blylvlZguKjQAm0QA==&ch=wCmBJqkEAPfFTwt9r62L7fSzgNPGAcH5z2aZD5Xj38VLIBBPBLu8vA==

minus winnings paid
to wagerers, federal
excise taxes, and
voided bets.

The bill establishes a
problem gambling
program to be
administered by the
Department of Mental
Health

to provide education,
assistance, awareness,
treatment, and
recovery services to
people experiencing
difficulty arising from
addictive or

problematic
gambling.
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adequate education spending
amount for school districts at
a level that is determined by
education funding experts to
be sufficient to meet student
needs, and

4. funding similar school
districts in an equitable
manner regardless of their
per pupil education spending
decisions.

Read the report (I have, and it is
really well done!)

Thank you for attending latest Carson v.
Makin discussion

Recording available: Legal opinions on Carson v.
Makin: On Monday, May 1st House Education
Chair Rep. Peter Conlon and Falko Schilling from
the Vermont ACLU met with dozens of residents
from our district to discuss the Carson v. Makin
decision and it’s impact on Vermont school choice
policies. The hour long session can be viewed at
this link with the pass code provided.

https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/iiqug-
ladrnfcif4CSCBpXnlkn6YAWIhylY zFDtlAs
X2EUch6XVGdan8MRWhNNG6.bH1CjZZ0Q7Uz
6uUMV6

Passcode: xKd.8?3*
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Free Food for Kids

Any household with
kids 18 & under can
receive 7 days’ of
breakfast/lunch:
pantry items, fresh
produce and milk—
per child! Pick up at
Jamaica Community
Church, Main St,
Jamaica or at Leland
& Gray high school in
Townshend, Friday
June 23 from 3-6pm.

No registration or
other requirements—
children do not need
to be present during
pick-up. Any child,
from anywhere,
qualifies! This is the
first of weekly
summer food
distribution days.

VT Saves (S.135)

VT Saves requires employers who

do not currently offer a retirement plan
to sign up for the program,

which will automatically establish a Roth
IRA with payroll deductions

for their employees.

Employees can set their own
contribution rate and can opt out of the
program if they choose. With no
recurring cost to taxpayers or
businesses, the program will provide a
public retirement plan for over 80,000
Vermonters who are not currently
offered a offered a retirement plan
through their employer.

Saving for retirement can be daunting,
especially if you're just starting your
career and particularly when other bills
are competing for your take-home pay.
That’s why an automatic-enrollment
program like VT Saves will have a
transformational impact. For example,
employees with access to

a retirement plan are fifteen times more
likely to save for retirement, which will
help more people have a secure
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Other dates are July
6, July 13, July 20,
July 27, August 3,
August 10, August 17.
Sponsored by the US
Department of
Agriculture, and
possible through the
coordination of West
River Education
District and
volunteers from
Jamaica Memorial
Library & Jamaica
Community Church.
See you there for
FREE FOOD FOR
KIDS!

Questions? Want to
volunteer?

Contact librarian@j
amaicavtlibrary.or
g or 802-874-4901

retirement, benefit our economy and
take pressure off our state budget.

VT Saves was an initiative of
Treasurer Mike Pieciak and is set to
launch in 2025.

Safely dispose of hazardous and universal
waste products at Windham Solid Waste
Management District at 327 Old Ferry Road

Brattleboro, VT. Depot (Open May through
Oct)

DEC Ensures Safe Battery Collection
and Recycling at Transfer Stations

Montpelier, Vt. — In the past year,
several battery fires have occurred at
transfer stations throughout the
Northeast. The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency reports that
lithium-ion batteries caused over 240
fires at 64 facilities between 2013 and
2020. Common sources included
consumer devices like cell phones,
tablets, laptops, hoverboards, and e-
cigarettes.
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To help solid waste and recycling
workers safely collect batteries and
reduce the risk of fires, the Vermont
Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) Solid Waste
Program has spent $160,000 to
purchase and distribute battery
collection safety kits to over 160 public
and private transfer stations and
Household Hazardous Waste facilities.
The kits include fire shield blankets,
gloves, and packaging to handle and
mail back damaged or defective batteries
for recycling.

“With the growth of batteries, it is
important that both consumers and solid
waste managers have the tools to safely
and effectively handle them before they
pose a fire risk,” says DEC
Commissioner John Beling. “Our
department has partnered with
Call2Recycle, to help get safe battery
collection and recycling supplies in place
as waste materials continue to change.”
DEC is also providing battery safety
training in partnership

with Call2Recycle, which operates

the Vermont battery recycling
program on behalf of battery and
product manufacturers.

Consumers are encouraged to safely
recycle their leftover single-use and
rechargeable batteries at one of 150
battery recycling collection
locations in Vermont. If a consumer
has a bulging or damaged battery, they
should immediately contact their

local solid waste management
entity to get the damaged battery to a
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