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VERMONT STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Lowro Sibhulio

How to contact me:

phone: 802-384-0233
email: Isibilia@leg.state.vt.us

Website:
www.laurasibiliavt.com

Mail: Rep. Laura Sibilia
PO Box 2052
West Dover, VT 05356
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Follow my work in the Vermont
House of Representatives:

Vermont Legislature Website
My Voting Record

Good evening and Happy Hanukkah to
those that celebrate,

A few updates from November and
December and a beginning look at some
of the issues I expect the legislature to
take up in the 2024 Session. Items in
bold are usu links. Please don’t miss
an important public hearing on Act 250
this week and three reports that would
shake up Act 250 and land use as we
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Updated Office Hours
for Laura

Thursday December 14, 6-7 pm at
the Jamaica Town Office

Thursday December 21, 6-7 pm at
the Wardsboro Library (virtual

only)

Thursday January 18, 6-7 pm
Wardsboro Library (I'll be virtual
and anyone in the district can join
virtually or at the library)

Saturday February 3, 11-noon Dover
Library

These times are open to the public and
Vermonters are welcome to come ask
questions or share insights.

I have been assigned by the Speaker of
the House to the House Environment
and Energy Committee this year —
the bills above the committee is either
working on or I am preparing for in
case they are taken up.

Office of Governor Phil
Scott

know it. This will be a major focus in my
committee this year.

The Renewable Energy Standard
Working Group has continued to meet
with legislators, looking at how to update
Vermont’s existing Renewable Energy
Standard. This standard has been in
place for a number of years, and was
intended to increase the amount of
renewable and clean electricity powering
our homes and businesses. The work is
tightly balanced between:

e regulated distribution
utilities need to keep the
lights on and keep
downward pressure on
rates as our energy policies
and climate goals are
incentivizing greater
electrification of heating
and transportation

e the renewable energy and
battery storage industry
need to retain workforce
and market in order to
install equipment needed
to electrify.

e state, regional and
national environmental
advocates efforts to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions

The requirements on utilities and
procurement programs are all under
consideration and negotiation amongst
the parties. A facilitator has been
engaged in helping to mediate the off
session meetings. Polling from the
Department of Public Service,
showed that reliability and affordability
of services were the highest priority for
Vermonters.

I'm optimistic that a modest
modernization effort will keep our
utilities and industry in better sync in the
coming years.

The Joint Infrastructure Oversight

Committee which I sit on has also been
meeting to hear updates on Vermont’s
major IT projects that are underway as
well as projects that are needed. This
work is led by the Vermont Agency of
Digital Services which has liaisons
within every agency of state government.
The legislature’s Joint Fiscal Office
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Regional Resources

Windham County

BDCC - Regional
Development

WRC - Regional Planning

-
VERMONT

employs and IT professional to help
legislators conduct the job of oversight
on the administration and use of tax

dollars.

Here are some of the key projects we
have been hearing about:

Vermont Department of
Motor

Vehicles: COMPLETED: 5
0+ year old mainframe as
system of record for
vehicle registration and
title information, point of
sale, Image retrieval,
Point-of-Sale, Microsoft
Access 97

databases NEXT: VT
Photo Identification
Credentialing System (VT
PICS), Appointment
scheduling and customer
queuing, 50+ year old
mainframe as system of
record for driver license
suspension/reinstatement
s & parking placard
information, Microsoft
Access 97 databases
Unemployment
Insurance: This project is
expected to beginning
early this Spring and
replacement will take place
in two phases: Phase 1: Tax
and Phase 2: Benefits.
Each phase will be
completed in
approximately 12 — 18
months.

Integrated

Eligibility: Vermonters
access to health care and
economic assistance
benefits — this system
relies on federal funding
and oversight and has a
plan for modernization for
the next decade.
Enterprise Resource
Planning: This system
handles a number of
business processes for
state government:
Financial: The financial
systems manage, track and
report on the State’s
finances, Budget, and
compliance and Human
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State Resources

Department of Health

Department of Labor

Agency of Commerce

Department of Motor Vehicles

Department of Taxes

Department of Public Service

Secretary of State

Veterans Affairs

Department of Children & Families

o090
“ e oo CrisisLine
1-800-273-8255 PRESS ©

If you're a Veteran in crisis or
concerned about one, there are
caring, qualified VA responders

standing by to help 24 hours a day,
7 days a week.

VT Helplink

Alcohol & drug support center

You aren’t
alone https://vthelplink.org/

The word "Vermonter" does not describe
a political party, a religion, a race or a gender.

We're all in this together.

Vermont House sessions

The public can also watch the
Vermont House legislative
sessions live (Jan-May) or

Capital Management:
Human Resource systems
that manage employee
information, benefits,
payroll, learning, and
resource recruitment. This
system is expected to be
operational in late winter
of 2025, Grants
Management: Grants
Management are tools
used by Agencies and
Departments for fiscally
managing, tracking, and
reporting on State grants.

Education Finance

In case you missed my latest opinion
piece on the real challenges and
unhelpful political commentary from
Montpelier that school boards across
Vermont are facing : Rep. Sibilia:
About that December 1 Letter from
the Tax Commissioner...

Many factors are coming together to
make this a difficult year across the state
for property taxes. One of this issues are
the roll in of the corrected pupil weights,
a calculation that balances statewide
need with statewide funding. Many
schools in our region were
GROSSLY underfunded while
taxpayers in some instances were
GROSSLY overpaying because of a
flaw since inception in the
formula. As those corrected weights
finally roll in, we should be seeing some
property tax relief and headroom for
investment. However, large wealthy
districts that have benefitted from this
flaw for decades are being protected from
shocks in their budgets, with only a 5%
decrease in their equalized pupil counts
— this will have the effect of raising
statewide spending this year. It is
important to note, those who benefitted
from this flaw, did so through no fault of
their own. The extraordinary confidence
of a handful of powerful policymakers,
who would not acknowledge the flaw in
their creation, kept adjustment and relief
at bay for more than a decade. As a long
time school board member myself, I
believe most boards do the best they can
for kids with the resources that are
available to them, being careful of the
aspect of the budget and tax rates that
they have control over. The property tax
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recorded videos — information
below

Tuesday at 10:00 AM; Wednesday
at 1:15 PM; Thursday at 1:15 PM,;
Friday at 9:30 AM (All times
subject to change)

MORE HOUSE INFORMATION
Listen to VPR House Live Audio
Watch House Live Video

See what bills I have
sponsored and voting record,
or watch my committee
hearings or Listen to VPR
House Live Audio_or Watch

House Live Video

PRIDE
CENTER
of

Pride Center of
Vermont, Qutright
Vermont and Out in the
Open are sites with accurate and
useful LGBTQ+ information and
resources to Vermonters.

issues we are facing this year are heavily
state and national issue related.

Expect to hear more on this issue during
this session from Montpelier and your
school boards.

All Legislative Briefing

This briefing happens in early December
each year to update the legislature on
current economic and revenue trends,
budget performance and other key topics
— this year the status of federal aid and a
housing panel. Click the links for the
presentations made to House and Senate.

LEGISLATIVE JOINT FISCAL OFFICE
ONE BALDWIN STREET
MONTPELIER, VT 056335701

STATE OF VERMONT
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Legislative Briefing Agenda

Friday, December 1, 2023
House Chamber or available by LIVE stream

Emcee: Catherine Benham, Chief Fiscal Officer, Joint Fiscal Office
10:00 a.m.  Welcome and Opening Remarks
Representative Jill Krowinski, Speaker of the House
Senator Philip Baruth, Senate President Pro Tempore
10:15a.m.  Economic and Revenue Review
11:00 am.  Fiscal Year 2025 Budget Context
Emily Byrne, Deputy Fiscal Officer, Joint Fiscal Office
Maria Blair, Associate Fiscal Officer. Joint Fiscal Office
Chris Rupe, Associate Fiscal Officer, Joint Fiscal Office
11:30 am.  Fundamentals of Federal Aid to Vermont
Information for States
12:00 pm.  Lunch Break

1:00 p.m. Housing Panel

Sue Minter, Executive Dire
Gus Seelig, Executive Director

2:30 p.m. July 2024 Flood Update
Douglas Farnham, Chief Recovery Officer

3:00pm.  Closing

¢ Economic and Revenue

Review by Tom Kavet |

All Legislative Briefing —

December 1, 2023
¢ Fiscal Year 2025
Budget Context by Joint
Fiscal Office
Fundamentals of
Federal Aid to
Vermont by Marcia
Howard, Federal Funds
Information for the States

PH(

Tom Kavet, Legislative Economist, Kavet, Rockler & Associates, LLC

Marcia Howard, Executive Director and Executive Editor, Federal Fun{

Maura Collins, Executive Director, Vermont Housing Finance Agency

‘ermont Housing & Conservation Boar

VT LEG 1372424


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMBNHKjMUcMXP2engOj0-AZL0BqNwJmYtTrfCXiViGNnP9GooRSVcb4MvvaWNIHAeAg3kacJxgNz8s86MwgMAShRcuWmAogRRW2DosyxJU8wNlwyZxXrMN9U=&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMBNHKjMUcMXPjE8JA4K_E9FAaoQnscKWSQMxZKwyua_5O03sBmzez7JBv9qpFEBcY1f1M34omGOH8HyQurqHCHws14h2p2aYQvOuO-mw3_Xa&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMLGX1NhTAXYQoO6cRPLqeX63AhR-i4SVQRvkwgOv0xxhpz1mN0hubdXLmUyErzGRp1bBXFUPEMWK0GsU4Z9LzzAdCYBAy74QxS68zHBeJIEU7plpH1Ufvfjw3IIJqEK6kxblvzdagK6o&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMFYPU6p90LKaS3bDIpsHJGRqh0aGbvNw1hyqB4LBuv6Gwgt0FdVixMe_GOsxGvj-bVnWJPNsbgWy0jNp5T4vq0CaTIpq9fT6Z-KgW8oYOSFxBw6do49NMpUmOpUfhGvhlElPUuFTIdad&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMFYPU6p90LKaS3bDIpsHJGRqh0aGbvNw1hyqB4LBuv6Gwgt0FdVixMe_GOsxGvj-bVnWJPNsbgWy0jNp5T4vq0CaTIpq9fT6Z-KgW8oYOSFxBw6do49NMpUmOpUfhGvhlElPUuFTIdad&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMFYPU6p90LKaNZCDmSRD0piqJg0YuNx7pKqoIvvybKeiLOhH5I-OfhRH303uIjKi37RbSes3Sr0qzCG8r_TE2lyNEFr4Zw0KgIqtraLqcQ4NcDfDeNDhWjr8KGWquLY9DpsdVV4XUV_p&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMFYPU6p90LKaNZCDmSRD0piqJg0YuNx7pKqoIvvybKeiLOhH5I-OfhRH303uIjKi37RbSes3Sr0qzCG8r_TE2lyNEFr4Zw0KgIqtraLqcQ4NcDfDeNDhWjr8KGWquLY9DpsdVV4XUV_p&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMBNHKjMUcMXPjE8JA4K_E9FAaoQnscKWSQMxZKwyua_5O03sBmzez7JBv9qpFEBcY1f1M34omGOH8HyQurqHCHws14h2p2aYQvOuO-mw3_Xa&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMBNHKjMUcMXPjE8JA4K_E9FAaoQnscKWSQMxZKwyua_5O03sBmzez7JBv9qpFEBcY1f1M34omGOH8HyQurqHCHws14h2p2aYQvOuO-mw3_Xa&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMBNHKjMUcMXPjE8JA4K_E9FAaoQnscKWSQMxZKwyua_5O03sBmzez7JBv9qpFEBcY1f1M34omGOH8HyQurqHCHws14h2p2aYQvOuO-mw3_Xa&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMLGX1NhTAXYQoO6cRPLqeX63AhR-i4SVQRvkwgOv0xxhpz1mN0hubdXLmUyErzGRp1bBXFUPEMWK0GsU4Z9LzzAdCYBAy74QxS68zHBeJIEU7plpH1Ufvfjw3IIJqEK6kxblvzdagK6o&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMLGX1NhTAXYQoO6cRPLqeX63AhR-i4SVQRvkwgOv0xxhpz1mN0hubdXLmUyErzGRp1bBXFUPEMWK0GsU4Z9LzzAdCYBAy74QxS68zHBeJIEU7plpH1Ufvfjw3IIJqEK6kxblvzdagK6o&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMHhI7nFImmE5M-zMpTEvqW3o7qw9LVYY8uaPHqfxyxJBwGig7ETMJeOX3cR8gvTRzLZEz_3jCNv1cQQcJrKZ-gOT-85-TkeJyA==&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMHhI7nFImmE5M-zMpTEvqW3o7qw9LVYY8uaPHqfxyxJBwGig7ETMJeOX3cR8gvTRzLZEz_3jCNv1cQQcJrKZ-gOT-85-TkeJyA==&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMHhI7nFImmE5SeoK4jTQu6X6m_U56F1IFj9QJ5YhvHxIh0eiD4sc39JBMSGo0W7aYXfufe6JK3LHlgwB594QCP8=&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMHhI7nFImmE5SeoK4jTQu6X6m_U56F1IFj9QJ5YhvHxIh0eiD4sc39JBMSGo0W7aYXfufe6JK3LHlgwB594QCP8=&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMHhI7nFImmE5YkRLi2R8X2SonQZU8RcIcqcDTXcKBSKOatD6BeJA484R9_nVhvdjwCV8zDfEanDZ41_x2vrtEk3oQ6ASFe0WCw==&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMHhI7nFImmE5YkRLi2R8X2SonQZU8RcIcqcDTXcKBSKOatD6BeJA484R9_nVhvdjwCV8zDfEanDZ41_x2vrtEk3oQ6ASFe0WCw==&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMHGR04UJ5X0InFM-oEbc_aINbEd6339hrhtH8XtedxHTtaUskVrcvtOIeiTyZWzKXnP0RL8SvJjUBfVPmWIgLHxxxsgDhXhkHSr3kP-LavC9cPUy_nmv2-NulfJrP6MfrcS-CB7M4iKzorP6CJufk7vF-nOqiltrrJKuscwV2gMqsSw8hQoUciAQzN1FCMpdnfhOyKHosXzvy7rYaNytY-wx5PB5Pg8SJCLDRxL8qi4ZQw7N_ekkdW4=&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMHGR04UJ5X0InFM-oEbc_aINbEd6339hrhtH8XtedxHTtaUskVrcvtOIeiTyZWzKXnP0RL8SvJjUBfVPmWIgLHxxxsgDhXhkHSr3kP-LavC9cPUy_nmv2-NulfJrP6MfrcS-CB7M4iKzorP6CJufk7vF-nOqiltrrJKuscwV2gMqsSw8hQoUciAQzN1FCMpdnfhOyKHosXzvy7rYaNytY-wx5PB5Pg8SJCLDRxL8qi4ZQw7N_ekkdW4=&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMHGR04UJ5X0IWfB3y5FdluWr8uF4Pbs6HwJlou1RmfhI4BqpsV6NLo9915fiVqNM0HYjoYMOe_V0y3IuGxG2_RyljdwL1odefxcf3SY7paTNN69-Xoy_vMEP1mk1meOwNAwRmW3VFYWGnpTnA1-WY14imcYSmd5_ctnH3m748hx5eLENYBECU0jgStmAJm_dn2KPdldjtEybuuYxxJdeCCzbohbuOnd5hh-vm80P9SWcFJR_qFWKJa7z_ViN9Dg9_vhrlZJGws62&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMHGR04UJ5X0IWfB3y5FdluWr8uF4Pbs6HwJlou1RmfhI4BqpsV6NLo9915fiVqNM0HYjoYMOe_V0y3IuGxG2_RyljdwL1odefxcf3SY7paTNN69-Xoy_vMEP1mk1meOwNAwRmW3VFYWGnpTnA1-WY14imcYSmd5_ctnH3m748hx5eLENYBECU0jgStmAJm_dn2KPdldjtEybuuYxxJdeCCzbohbuOnd5hh-vm80P9SWcFJR_qFWKJa7z_ViN9Dg9_vhrlZJGws62&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMHGR04UJ5X0IopVtkBNyXpiUvsBMYpwp4C8VwpLxhecRlHn8rCTnyqde0jT8EfIrVBT6iF0UpVEWkC72NAoeCQDPvifKYXUlSUgukFA8FpqTkdMn3xTNdmtL5m78zQ76_k_3i3VAbmmUwNOPP02KoL-KD2RViS_IqFtXzZ8qJ_4flmu8CsdwT8n6N15hUUxAuHl2frneS_Q9Sof4SdoUycJBAaaT8TgrcZwdI0QOfbU0EPKYh93O1eA=&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMHGR04UJ5X0IopVtkBNyXpiUvsBMYpwp4C8VwpLxhecRlHn8rCTnyqde0jT8EfIrVBT6iF0UpVEWkC72NAoeCQDPvifKYXUlSUgukFA8FpqTkdMn3xTNdmtL5m78zQ76_k_3i3VAbmmUwNOPP02KoL-KD2RViS_IqFtXzZ8qJ_4flmu8CsdwT8n6N15hUUxAuHl2frneS_Q9Sof4SdoUycJBAaaT8TgrcZwdI0QOfbU0EPKYh93O1eA=&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMHGR04UJ5X0IopVtkBNyXpiUvsBMYpwp4C8VwpLxhecRlHn8rCTnyqde0jT8EfIrVBT6iF0UpVEWkC72NAoeCQDPvifKYXUlSUgukFA8FpqTkdMn3xTNdmtL5m78zQ76_k_3i3VAbmmUwNOPP02KoL-KD2RViS_IqFtXzZ8qJ_4flmu8CsdwT8n6N15hUUxAuHl2frneS_Q9Sof4SdoUycJBAaaT8TgrcZwdI0QOfbU0EPKYh93O1eA=&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==

Veteran’s Care

Starting Jan. 17, Veterans
in suicidal crisis can go to
any VA or non-VA health
care facility for free
emergency health care at
no cost — including inpatient
or crisis residential care for up
to 30 days and outpatient care
for up to 9o days. Veterans do
not need to be enrolled

Travels this Fall from top to bottom:
Honoring our Vermont Guard at the
Vermont National Guard Military Ball
with Senator and Mrs. Leahy, Vermont
Adjutant General Greg Knight and
fellow National Guard and Veterans
Affairs Caucus Co-Chairs Rep. Lisa
Hango and Rep. Matt Birong. At the
Ball Mountain Dam with Senator
Wendy Harrison. At the first U.S.
Broadband Summit listening to
Vermont’s Christa Shute and Gigi Sohn
of the Public Broadband Institute. In
Readsboro with Omar Smith at the
official launch of DVFiber’s Windham
Region build out, At the Gilfeather
Turnip Festival in Wardsboro with
award winning Secretary of Agriculture
Anson Tebbets. With Rural Caucus
leadership at the Vermont League of
Cities and Towns Annual Town Fair
receiving an award on behalf of our 50

e Housing Panel —
Presentation

December Celebrations

e Hannukah: Jewish Festival
of Lights commemorating
the rededication of the
Second Temple in
Jerusalem with the
lighting of the menorah
from December 7th to
December 15th in 2023.

e Yule: Pagan and Wiccan
celebration around
December 21st, marking
the winter solstice and
return to longer days with
rituals symbolizing light’s
triumph over darkness.

e Christmas: Celebrates the
birth of Jesus Christ on
December 25th.

e Kwanzaa: December 26th
to January 1st, created in
the U.S. to honor African-
American culture,
emphasizing seven
principles, including unity
and creativity.

Heating Fuel Costs and Fuel
Assistance

HERE is information about Vermont
Fuel and Energy Assistance programs if
you need assistance and meet income
guidelines (approximately 65,000 for a
family of 4 which equates to expected
income for two FT jobs at $15 per hour)

Federal and state data shows that heating
fuel prices in Vermont are at $4.16, down
from $4.83 one year ago. These prices
are still almost a dollar per gallon higher
then two Decembers ago when prices
hovered around 3.12. This despite record
profits in 2022.

"Big Oil more than doubled its profits
in 2022 to $219 billion, smashing
previous records in a year of volatile
energy prices where Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine reshaped global energy
markets and, in some cases, the
industry’s climate ambitions."


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMMn7MD-Qmw-szcByTv6US-plFxg312CzOdorkPEvkJhlQl0qmkLFiplyKJyLBpEcKrHspSj814DdqVx9iAtMuNhPuwhMk9a9ob3SLQmY6WQmueD19gYgM_abXfFUPKWxGSFuU1YC5Kif2wPSZCCuw48Jocv9ytD4y4E4ryYK8RQFva-Hivb2ZbVDtSvJYPqpKGvMN8v8ntpBALbIzfzm9Tmofog1IZrWwTha1RQoHHXkhL5Dsyyg5F_6B6zs_TJ4UewDxDHuDBtpLFejmv1tZfxQjyDe44uF1fUKMKnRO0n-Ghu8sElZt2d4swKnBy0x7K0sf8Qrv6nGI5HlW0TRQJjSOtW_pydPAuvDF1pmpNiAUgCPzJShvLZFPNN6gvUGxPfD8WHjNuwTVWJS9UXK8iCLRFlrOjVa9q6g9Xgr5b-_&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMMn7MD-Qmw-szcByTv6US-plFxg312CzOdorkPEvkJhlQl0qmkLFiplyKJyLBpEcKrHspSj814DdqVx9iAtMuNhPuwhMk9a9ob3SLQmY6WQmueD19gYgM_abXfFUPKWxGSFuU1YC5Kif2wPSZCCuw48Jocv9ytD4y4E4ryYK8RQFva-Hivb2ZbVDtSvJYPqpKGvMN8v8ntpBALbIzfzm9Tmofog1IZrWwTha1RQoHHXkhL5Dsyyg5F_6B6zs_TJ4UewDxDHuDBtpLFejmv1tZfxQjyDe44uF1fUKMKnRO0n-Ghu8sElZt2d4swKnBy0x7K0sf8Qrv6nGI5HlW0TRQJjSOtW_pydPAuvDF1pmpNiAUgCPzJShvLZFPNN6gvUGxPfD8WHjNuwTVWJS9UXK8iCLRFlrOjVa9q6g9Xgr5b-_&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMMn7MD-Qmw-szcByTv6US-plFxg312CzOdorkPEvkJhlQl0qmkLFiplyKJyLBpEcKrHspSj814DdqVx9iAtMuNhPuwhMk9a9ob3SLQmY6WQmueD19gYgM_abXfFUPKWxGSFuU1YC5Kif2wPSZCCuw48Jocv9ytD4y4E4ryYK8RQFva-Hivb2ZbVDtSvJYPqpKGvMN8v8ntpBALbIzfzm9Tmofog1IZrWwTha1RQoHHXkhL5Dsyyg5F_6B6zs_TJ4UewDxDHuDBtpLFejmv1tZfxQjyDe44uF1fUKMKnRO0n-Ghu8sElZt2d4swKnBy0x7K0sf8Qrv6nGI5HlW0TRQJjSOtW_pydPAuvDF1pmpNiAUgCPzJShvLZFPNN6gvUGxPfD8WHjNuwTVWJS9UXK8iCLRFlrOjVa9q6g9Xgr5b-_&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMMn7MD-Qmw-szcByTv6US-plFxg312CzOdorkPEvkJhlQl0qmkLFiplyKJyLBpEcKrHspSj814DdqVx9iAtMuNhPuwhMk9a9ob3SLQmY6WQmueD19gYgM_abXfFUPKWxGSFuU1YC5Kif2wPSZCCuw48Jocv9ytD4y4E4ryYK8RQFva-Hivb2ZbVDtSvJYPqpKGvMN8v8ntpBALbIzfzm9Tmofog1IZrWwTha1RQoHHXkhL5Dsyyg5F_6B6zs_TJ4UewDxDHuDBtpLFejmv1tZfxQjyDe44uF1fUKMKnRO0n-Ghu8sElZt2d4swKnBy0x7K0sf8Qrv6nGI5HlW0TRQJjSOtW_pydPAuvDF1pmpNiAUgCPzJShvLZFPNN6gvUGxPfD8WHjNuwTVWJS9UXK8iCLRFlrOjVa9q6g9Xgr5b-_&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMMn7MD-Qmw-szcByTv6US-plFxg312CzOdorkPEvkJhlQl0qmkLFiplyKJyLBpEcKrHspSj814DdqVx9iAtMuNhPuwhMk9a9ob3SLQmY6WQmueD19gYgM_abXfFUPKWxGSFuU1YC5Kif2wPSZCCuw48Jocv9ytD4y4E4ryYK8RQFva-Hivb2ZbVDtSvJYPqpKGvMN8v8ntpBALbIzfzm9Tmofog1IZrWwTha1RQoHHXkhL5Dsyyg5F_6B6zs_TJ4UewDxDHuDBtpLFejmv1tZfxQjyDe44uF1fUKMKnRO0n-Ghu8sElZt2d4swKnBy0x7K0sf8Qrv6nGI5HlW0TRQJjSOtW_pydPAuvDF1pmpNiAUgCPzJShvLZFPNN6gvUGxPfD8WHjNuwTVWJS9UXK8iCLRFlrOjVa9q6g9Xgr5b-_&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMMn7MD-Qmw-szcByTv6US-plFxg312CzOdorkPEvkJhlQl0qmkLFiplyKJyLBpEcKrHspSj814DdqVx9iAtMuNhPuwhMk9a9ob3SLQmY6WQmueD19gYgM_abXfFUPKWxGSFuU1YC5Kif2wPSZCCuw48Jocv9ytD4y4E4ryYK8RQFva-Hivb2ZbVDtSvJYPqpKGvMN8v8ntpBALbIzfzm9Tmofog1IZrWwTha1RQoHHXkhL5Dsyyg5F_6B6zs_TJ4UewDxDHuDBtpLFejmv1tZfxQjyDe44uF1fUKMKnRO0n-Ghu8sElZt2d4swKnBy0x7K0sf8Qrv6nGI5HlW0TRQJjSOtW_pydPAuvDF1pmpNiAUgCPzJShvLZFPNN6gvUGxPfD8WHjNuwTVWJS9UXK8iCLRFlrOjVa9q6g9Xgr5b-_&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMHGR04UJ5X0IHAFLWf4qy6rl4LtIGqDsTxEn3w98wK5Kr-LLcKbLqqqlaBNualfOWv7tMLdGGJKeZu5RIGQuTqanksUvnr7xec862_sVcQ-qqbyd43W7snjTbBMNs17BJAJS_Cl6y2BwvfNM3M7t_N7cbraU-4gbQhe4Z7Wkv_OeOTuqQuasCgbIUtE3VMi5UgIH5GCYbIHwj7daUKh7Di0p1t0DYUbjQmfb64N5lzAogDbQuKtqZ5s=&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMHGR04UJ5X0IHAFLWf4qy6rl4LtIGqDsTxEn3w98wK5Kr-LLcKbLqqqlaBNualfOWv7tMLdGGJKeZu5RIGQuTqanksUvnr7xec862_sVcQ-qqbyd43W7snjTbBMNs17BJAJS_Cl6y2BwvfNM3M7t_N7cbraU-4gbQhe4Z7Wkv_OeOTuqQuasCgbIUtE3VMi5UgIH5GCYbIHwj7daUKh7Di0p1t0DYUbjQmfb64N5lzAogDbQuKtqZ5s=&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMHGR04UJ5X0IxzrWjbBmaGqRA7Ze4QJx2XKsGSVHDng6Xx5PubBwq725L3qeFYUapl_hfugETVQC3K_QP5cumwruZNJ-tEs8x6jmYFb6TYSb400dloDJVn7AtfpO39mtsg==&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x-YKhg3t6ikf0oh2VYQFVwFE7yO6prP0qo1bhk5Stq3fgdCq7CGVMPKHr-q-18AXOq5HKNeKINPMhGqQSX-yEY7_KZ-7QedkTSKWt67jfprVZTKR3EYpcYux5E08Ovq_bSV2CgSkAWRtB_xIzVin2w==&c=Tifbfgx8vRpubBcZY_3L7UUg3BcsCK8DEzBEw_oxpXee6UyJ9uNe_w==&ch=xIFI6PoXlY8PivKG90XGmt_ePV21fBuTxXQ51Cde3JqU-jqq6Pm1rg==

members for our work on Act 250 in
2023.

-REUTERS: BIG OIL DOUBLES PROFITS
IN BLOCKBUSTER 2022

Rep. Sibilia, Secretary Natural
Resources Julie Moore and
Jared Duval of the Enerqy
Action Network talk about
enerqy transition in
Manchester
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This map deotes the approximate location for each of the 25 separate billion-dollar weather and climate disasters that impacted the United
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The U.S. has sustained 373 weather and
climate disasters since 1980 where
overall damages/costs reached or
exceeded $1 billion (including CPI
adjustment to 2023). The total cost of
these 373 events exceeds $2.655
trillion. The map above depicts the 25
separate billion dollar weather and
climate disasters in the U.S. in 2023.

VTDigger: Private Christian school
sues over state policy on transgender
athletes

Mid Vermont Christian School in
Quechee is challenging Vermont’s rules
on transgender athletes in high school
sports, and is asking the court to take
action to prevent the school from being
excluded from a taxpayer funded tuition
program.
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NRB to host online public meeting on
Act 250 Legislative study

The Natural Resources Board will host
an online public meeting to present its
draft legislative report “Necessary
Updates to the Act 250 Program.”
The online public meeting will be

held Thursday, December 14, from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. EST. A link to participate in
the online meeting can be

accessed here.

Act 182 of 2022 and Act 47 of 2023
directed the Natural Resources Board
with reporting to the House Committees
on Environment and Energy and Ways
and Means and the Senate Committees
on Finance and Natural Resources and
Energy on “necessary updates to the Act
250 program,” on or before December 31,
2023.

In June, the NRB and its facilitation
team convened a stakeholder Steering
Committee to help the NRB design and
implement a robust process for
stakeholder input and build consensus
among stakeholders with divergent
perspectives.

Under the terms of Act 182 and Act 47,

the NRB’s report to the legislature shall

include:

1. How to transition to a

system in which Act 250
jurisdiction is based on
location, which shall
encourage development in
designated areas, the
maintenance of intact
rural working lands, and
the protection of natural
resources of statewide
significance, including
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biodiversity. Location-
based jurisdiction would
adjust the threshold for
Act 250 jurisdiction based
on the characteristics of
the location. This section
of the report shall consider
whether to develop
thresholds and tiers of
jurisdiction as
recommended in the
Commission on Act 250:
the Next 50 Years
Report.

How to use the
Capability and
Development Plan to
meet the statewide

planning goals.
An assessment of the

current level of staffing
of the Board and
District Commissions
including whether
there should be a
district coordinator
located in every
district.

Whether the permit
fees are sufficient to
cover the costs of the
program and, if not, a
recommendation for a
source of revenue to
supplement the fees.
Whether the permit
fees are effective in
providing appropriate
incentives.

Whether the Board
should be able to
assess its costs on
applicants.

Whether increasing
jurisdictional
thresholds for housing
development to 25
units would affect
housing affordability,
especially for primary
homeownership, and
what the potential
impact of increasing
those thresholds to 25
units would have on
natural and

community resources

addressed under
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existing Act 250
criteria.

8. A proposed framework for
delegating administration
of Act 250 permits to
municipalities.

9. Public input and feedback
on draft recommendations
will be incorporated into
the report.

More information on the report can be
found at Necessary Updates to the
Act 250 Program on the NRB
website. Questions or comments may be
submitted to the NRB General inbox.
Deadline for submission is December 15,
2023.

RPC report on the concept of
Municipal Delegation of Act 250

A draft report on the Municipal
Delegation Framework by the Vermont
Association of Planning and
Development Agencies (VAPDA),

dated November 14, 2023. The report
was submitted to the Vermont
Legislature as per their request in Act 47
of 2023. The report discusses the
concept of Municipal Delegation in the
Act 250 Process and its relation to other
Act 47 studies. The report also provides a
draft Act 250 Criteria and Municipal
Regulation Crosswalk, Possible Permits
Related to Act 250 Permitting, and a
Technical Memo on Proposed Delegation
of Act 250. You can access the report
directly from here.

Vermont Designation Program Study

Designation 2050 Design

Summit event that took place

on September 12, 2023. The event was
organized by the Vermont Housing
Finance Agency and aimed to bring
together local officials, planners,
business and property owners, and
statewide leaders to discuss the future of
Vermont’s designation programs. The
draft report is here

Welcoming our New American
Neighbors

The attack on three Palestinian students
in Burlington has heightened concerns
among Vermont’s New American
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